
203459 Lance Corporal  
Frederick George EATWELL, 
2/6th Battalion
KILLED IN ACTION, 6 MAY 1917, 
AGE 27, BURIED AT CHAPELLE BRITISH 
CEMETERY, HOLNON 

Very little information survives on Fred Eatwell’s wartime 
service. The only details are taken from May 1917’s 
Henbury Parish Magazine War Diary which records: 

‘May has brought us two more losses. Fred Eatwell and 
George Bullock have given their lives. Both were in the 
Gloucesters. Fred was on guard on Sunday May 6th, when 
he was shot by a sniper. His home is at Bath, but Fred has 
been groom at Blaise Castle for four and a half years.’

Fred had been educated at East 
Twerton Council School and 
afterwards employed for six 
years as a groom at Blaise Castle, 
Henbury before enlisting in 
November 1915. His brother, 
William, served with the Welsh 
Guards.

Fred’s death is not even 
mentioned in the Battalion war 
diary which merely states that 
on 6 May they were relieved 
from the trenches by the 2/7th 

Worcestershire Regiment and moved to reserve. At this 
time the Battalion were at Holnon, west of St Quentin and 
the Hindenburg Line. 

Fred is buried in Chapelle British Cemetery, Holnon close 
to where he fell. 

3594 Company Serjeant Major 
Harry Richard GREENING, 
2/6th Battalion
DIED OF WOUNDS, 9 DECEMBER 1916, 
BURIED AT CONTAY BRITISH CEMETERY 

By any measure, Harry Greening 
was a formidable soldier. Born 
in Bristol in 1872, newspaper 
reports mention his pre-war 
service and experience gained in 
the Gloucestershire Regiment. 
He had emigrated to Australia 
with his family in 1911. When 
war was declared, rather than 
joining the A.I.F., he journeyed 
back to Bristol to enlist in his old 
regiment, re-joining as a sergeant and was soon promoted to 
Company Sergeant Major before heading to France. 

A comrade in the Battalion wrote that he was: 

‘the backbone of his company; the company stood on him so to 
speak; it was built around him. However dangerous the work, 
however risky, our company sergeant-major, without exception, 
went with his men. When work was hard he was with us; when 
times were hot he was here and there and everywhere, bucking 
up his men by his fine example of courage.’

His company commander, Captain R.A. Young, described 
him as ‘The finest soldier I’ve ever met with.’ Letters of 
condolence record his bravery during the 2/6th Battalion’s 
disastrous attack at Fromelles/Fauquissart in July 1916 where 
he repeatedly brought in wounded men from No Man’s Land. 

Harry Greening was 
badly wounded whilst 
the 2/6th Battalion were 
occupying trenches 
south of Grandcourt 
on the Somme. By early 
December 1916 the 
Battle of the Somme 
had ground to a bloody 

halt but daily casualties were still sustained from bomb, bullet 
and shellfire. The Battalion war diary notes ‘Intermittent 
bombardment by hostile artillery’ on the 7th and ‘Intermittent 
bombardment’ on the 9th. It is likely that Harry was wounded 
in one of these bombardments, succumbing to his wounds at 
one of the Casualty Clearing Stations at Contay.

It was a cruel twist of fate that Company Sergeant Major 
Greening was about to return to England for his commission. 
His death left his widow Elizabeth and three sons, Harry 
Ernest and Francis grieving. The family were living at 94, 
Victoria Avenue, Redfield at the time of his death. 

201973 (formerly 5594) Private 
Alfred ‘Loo’ HATHERILL,  
8 Platoon, B Company,  
2/6th Battalion
KILLED IN ACTION, 2 DECEMBER 1917,  
AGE 36, COMMEMORATED ON THE 
CAMBRAI MEMORIAL, LOUVERVAL 

Alfred (known as Loo) 
Hatherill was a well-
known Bath rugby player. 
Playing as a forward, he 
also a member of the 
club’s committee. His 
brother Alby was a Bath 
and Somerset half-back. 
Pre-war, Loo worked as 
a furniture porter for 
Messrs Horton Brothers, 
Northgate Street, Bath.

Loo was wounded during the Battle of the Somme in autumn 
1916, badly injured when his trench was destroyed by German 
shells. He recuperated in a military hospital in Newport, 
Monmouthshire for several months before returning to the 
Western Front in June 1917, likely joining the 2/6th Battalion. 

Having fought at Ypres, Loo’s luck 
finally ran out at the Battle of 
Cambrai. 

On 2 December 1917 whilst holding 
recently captured positions in the 
Hindenburg Line, the Gloucesters 
were subjected to a determined 
attack by the enemy. Lacking 
sufficient ammunition and bombs, 
the battalion fought bravely but were 
forced back. The fighting was bitter, 
costing the Battalion 325 casualties.  

Originally reported as one of 150 missing Other Ranks, Loo 
was eventually confirmed as having been killed in action. He 
has no known grave and is commemorated on the Cambrai 
Memorial, Louverval. 
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Captain Harold Ewart 
RUDMAN, D Company, 
2/6th Battalion
KILLED IN ACTION, 19 JULY 1916, 
COMMEMORATED ON LOOS MEMORIAL 

Captain Harold Ewart Rudman was an Old Cliftonian and 
a member of the College Cadet Corps. A keen sportsman, 
he had represented the College in shooting and was in the 
eight for the Ashburton Shield for Public Schools in 1900 

and 1901. A member of the 
Clifton College Rugby team 
and Rowing Club, he was also 
a member of Failand Golf 
Club. He enlisted in 1914 and 
was made temporary Captain 
in August 1915. 

He was killed during the 
Battalion’s assault against 
the German line between 
the Wick Salient and Sugar 
Loaf close to the small 
village of Fauquissart. This 

was part of the wider attack on Fromelles, undertaken by 
the 61st Division and Fifth Australian Division. It was an 
unmitigated disaster; the 2/6th Gloucesters suffered nearly 
350 casualties whilst the neighbouring Australian Division 
were mauled, losing over 5,500 casualties on 19-20 July. 
There were no gains made for such an appalling loss of life.

183 Infantry Brigade war diary describes how the assault:

‘broke down under heavy MG fire and shrapnel, only one 
or two small parties reaching the enemy line. These were 
wiped out. The four companies detailed for the assault lost 
21 officers and 327 O.R. Some of these were lost during the 
enemy retaliation to our Bombardment.’ 

Harold Rudman was posted as missing, believed killed. 
His body was never identified and he is commemorated on 
Loos Memorial. 

Another rugby player killed 
was David (known as Dai) 
Westacott, a Welshman, 
born in Grangetown, near 
Cardiff docks where he 
worked as a labourer. Dai 
played for Cardiff and also 
for Glamorgan against the 
touring All Blacks in 1905. 
He was capped by Wales just 
once, a disappointing draw 
against Ireland in March 1906.

Dai served with the 1st Gloucesters in 1915 and was 
wounded during the Battle of the Somme.  Having 
recovered from his wounds he returned to active service 
with the 2/6th Battalion in time for their part in the 
Third Battle of Ypres (Passchendaele). 

15529 Private David ‘Dai’ WESTACOTT, 2/6th Battalion
KILLED IN ACTION, 28 AUGUST 1917, COMMEMORATED ON TYNE COT MEMORIAL

The Battalion war diary for 28 August 1917, when holding 
positions near Pond Farm, notes ‘Artillery quieter on both 
sides all day’. However, the cover of trenches was not enough 
to prevent casualties. And so it proved for Dai who was 
killed instantly by a direct hit whilst in a support trench. 

His Commanding Officer, Captain C.M. Hughes, wrote:  
‘He was a fine man, and one of the mainstays of the platoon. 
I had heard of his athletic fame, and he died as he lived, a 
true sportsman.’  

Dai’s remains were buried where he fell but were 
subsequently lost. As such, he is commemorated on the 
Tyne Cot Memorial. He is also commemorated on the 
Grangetown war memorial and the Welsh internationals 
memorial at the Principality Stadium.
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